
On March 8, a terrible fire at Hogar Seguro, a government run orphanage, in 

San Jose Pinula, Guatemala killed forty girls and injured many more.  This 

state run orphanage was built to house 500 children, but more than 800 

children lived there.  This orphanage was not a safe place for the children 

housed there and many of them were abused, while at Hogar Seguro.  The 

children that survived the fire are being moved to other orphanages, some 

which are already at capacity.   

 

Friedens Lutheran MOST has made donations to two of the groups that are helping these children.  Our first 

donation went to Village of Hope Orphanage.  Our family spent a day at this orphanage last summer and 

provided a day of activities and a pizza party for the children living in the home.  It is a warm and loving 

Christian home.  We have also delivered donations to this home while in Guatemala with our work teams.    

 

The following is an update on how Village of Hope is helping children displaced by the fire. 

 

Sofia and her newborn son arrived at Village of Hope just two days after the fire occurred at the government 

run home Hogar Seguro. Many of Sofia's friends perished in the horrific fire that day. Little did she know that 

giving birth to her son just a week before, would be the very thing that saved her life.  Just prior to having her 

baby Sofia had been moved to another section of the home for new mothers. Because of that, she was not with 

many of her friends the day of the fire. Yet, the smell and hearing their screams is something she will never 

forget. 

Moving and tragedy was nothing new to Sofia. As an infant she was abandoned by her mother and father and 

then raised by her grandmother who passed away when Sofia was just a little girl. It was then she lived in 

orphanage after orphanage, always feeling like she was never wanted anywhere... always wanting a family of 

her own. We are so thankful that Sofia now has the chance to experience the never-ending love that comes 

through our Father at Village of Hope. She is now wanted, cherished and has a chance to care for her baby boy 

where together they can now heal and find hope. 

 

The second group that MOST has donated to is Orphan Resources International.  This is the organization that 

our mission teams work through, when we travel to Guatemala to work in orphanages.  In addition to providing 

work teams throughout the year to complete projects at orphanages, ORI also does monthly food deliveries to 

fifty orphanages.  ORI is helping homes that are taking in children, from the orphanage where the fire occurred, 

by donating and making deliveries of beds, bedding, clothing and extra food to those homes.   

 

The following is an update from ORI. 

 

The Guatemala Orphanage fire started after riots took place in an un-kept government home with over 785 

children. A fire started leaving over 37 dead and the orphanage in shambles and children with no place to go. 

Orphan Resources job is to help orphaned children, who cannot help themselves. We currently serve 50 

privately run orphanages. Some of those orphanages, already full, will be taking more children in from this 

government run home making the need for food and general necessities even higher. 

We need to raise approx. $25,000 to meet the needs of these children.  

 

Our Friedens Lutheran Church MOST was able to make a donation of $1000 to Village of Hope and $1000 to 

Orphan Resources International to help them serve these precious children.  We would not be able to make 

these donations without the help of our congregation.  THANK YOU! 

 

 

1 John 3:17-18  

But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 

God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

 

Amy Polakoski for FLC MOST 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A17-18&version=ESV

